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Is land central to architecture 
education and practice in South 
Africa?



“For me abstraction is important because of its links to certain patterns of western 
cultural thought. Renaissance architecture and gardens were constructed through 
the use of perspective, the process whereby an artist or architect creates the 
illusion of depth on a two-dimensional surface. Perspective was not new, but in 
the hands of Renaissance architects it allowed buildings to be planned with a 
precision that had not been widely seen before in Europe. It also provided a 
means by which landscape features like gardens or urban plazas could be planned. 
In either case, the process whereby abstract plan became material reality involved 
the translation of one spatial form into another. The two-dimensional plan itself, 
or what French social theorist Henri Lefebvre referred to as space as conceived or 
representations of space, could serve many purposes. It could, as the examples 
provided attest, function as a planning tool to allow builders and architects to 
conceptualize their aims ahead of time. On a broader scale, however, 
representations of space could also serve as the instruments of control, 
domination,and power (Lefebrve, 1993, p. 26; see also Harvey, 1989, p. 261-263). 
Maps, as noted above, served many purposes, but chief among them was 
providing a medium through which land became space. Once represented in this 
manner it could serve as the basis for a variety of actions whether it be 
subdividing land for taxation, sale or conquest, or for planning military strategy.” 
Stephen A. Mrozowski:1999



What are land 
acknowledgments? 
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Land People

‘Indigenous peoples are those who have creation stories, not colonization stories, about how we/they came to be 
in a particular place - indeed how we/they came to be a place’. - Tuck & Yang (2012) 
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‘…the disruption of Indigenous relationships to land 
represents a profound epistemic, ontological, 
cosmological violence. This violence is not temporally 
contained in the arrival of the settler but is reasserted 
each day of occupation. This is why Patrick Wolfe (1999) 
emphasizes that settler colonialism is a structure and 
not an event’. - Tuck & Yang (2012) 
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Sink hole near Mothibistad






























